
Frequently Asked Question: “We don’t have enough pastors for our 
current churches, why should we start more?” 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.”  Luke 10:2

We’re experiencing that reality with about 140 vacancies throughout our 
synod. And now, as we plan to open 100 missions in 10 years, one of the 
biggest challenges is finding the workers to send into the harvest fields. 
While we pray that the Lord of the harvest would send out workers, we also 
know he answers our prayers through the faithful work of his people. 

Pre-seminary student enrollment at Martin Luther College and class 
sizes at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary are some of the largest we’ve seen 
in a while. In addition, we pray that the excitement of starting new home 
mission churches will assist with recruitment efforts. Home Missions is 
currently working alongside both schools to ensure curriculum equips 
these men for the unique job of planting new churches.

On the flip side, WELS Congregational Services is currently working with 
around 40 different churches that are considering closing their doors for 
a variety of reasons. In the past decade, WELS lost congregations in seven 
out of the ten years. As churches close, vacancies will also decline.

Let us pray that the Lord provides more future leaders, called workers, 
and home missionaries as he continues to grow his church!
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